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STERNE’S SERMON. 
(Concluded from page 279.) 

“4nd Jacob said unto Pharaoh, The days of the 
years of my pilgrimage, are an hundred and 
thirty years: Few and evil have the days of the 
years of my life been.” Gen. xlvii. 9. 
We are unavoidably led here into a reflection 

upon Jacob’s conduct in regard to his son Joseph, 

which no way corresponded with the lessons of 
wisdom, which the miseries of his own family might 
have taught him: Surely his eyes had seen sorrows 
sufficient on that score, to have taken warning: 

And yet we find that he fell into the same snare of 

partiality to that child, in his old age, which his 

mother Rebekah had shown to him, in her’s— 

“For Israel loved Joseph more than all his chil- 

dren, because he was the son of his old age, and he 

made him a coat of many colours.” O Israel, where 
was that prophetic spirit which darted into future 
times, and told each tribe what was to be its fate ¢ 

Where was it fled—that it could not aid thee tuo 

look so little a way forwards, as to behold this cout 

of many colours stained with blood? Why were the 
tender emotions of a parent’s anguish hid from thy 
eyes? and, why is every thing? but that it pleases 

Heaven to give us no more light in our way, than 

will leave virtue in possession of its recompense 

—Grant me, gracious God! to go cheerfully on 
the road which thou hast marked out—I wish it 
neither more wide or more smooth: Continue the 
light of this dim taper thou hast put into my hands: 
Iwill kneel upon the ground seven times a day, 
toseek the best track I can with it—and, having 
done that, I will trust myself, and the issue of my 
journey to THEE, who art the Fountain of joy, and 
will sing*songs of comfoit as I go along. 

Let us proceed to the second great concurrence 
in the patriarch’s life—the imposition of a wife upon 
him, which he neither bargained for nor loved. 
.“ And it came to pass in the morning, and behold it 
was Leah! And he said unto Laban, What is this 
that thou hast done unto me? Did I not serve thee 
for Rachel ; wherefore then hast thou beguiled me ?” 

This, indeed, is out of the system of all conjugal 
impositions now—but the moral of it is still good, 
and the abuse, with the same complaint of Jacob’s 
upon it, will ever be repeated, so long as art and ar- 
tifice are so busy as they are in these affairs. 

Listen, I pray you, to the stories of the disap- 
pointed marriages: Collect all their complaints— 
hear their mutual reproaches; upon that fatal binge 
do the greatest part of them turn. “They were mis- 
taken in the person.” Some disguise, either of body 





fle: Some fair ornament—perhaps the very one 
whieh won the heart—the ornament of a meek and 
quiet spirit, falls off: Itis not the Rachel for whom 
I have served—W hy hast thou beguiled me? 

Be open—be honest: Give yourself for what you 
are; conceal nothing varnish nothing; and if 
the fair weapons will not do, better not conquer at 
all, than conquer for a day: When the night is 
passed, it willever be the same story— nd u came 
to pass, behold it was Leah ! 

If the heart beguiles itself in its choice, and ima- 
gination will give excellencies which are noi the 
portion of flesh and blood :—%When the dream is 
over, and we awake in the morning, it matters little 
whether it is Rachel or Leah! be the object 
what it will, as it must be on the earthly side, at 
least, of perfection, it will fall short of the work of 
fancy, whose existence is in the clouds, 

In such cases of deception, let no man exclaim 
as Jacob does in his—What is it thou hast dove 
unto me 2—for it is his own doings, and he hes io- 
thing to lay his fault on, but the heat and poetic in- 
discretion of his passions. 

I know not whether it is of any use, to take no- 
tice of this singularity in the patriarch’s life, in 
regard to the wrong he received from Laban, which 
was the very wrong he had done -before to his fa- 
ther Isaac, when the infirmities of old age had dis- 
abled him fiom distinguishing one child from an 
other—.4rt thou my very son Esau? sind he said, 
Tam. It is doubtful whether Leah’s veracity was 
put to the same test—but both suffered from a siin- 
ilitude of stratagem ; and it is hard to say, whether 
the anguish, froin crossed love, in the breast of one 
brother, might not be as sore a punishment, as the 
disquietudes of crossed ambition and revenge, in 
the breast of the other, 

I do not see which way the honour of Providence 
is concerned in repaying us exactly in our own coin, 
or why a man should fall into that very pit (and uo 
other) which he has graven and digged for inother 
man. ‘Time and chance may bring such incidents 
about; and there wants nothing, but that Jacod 
should have been a bad man, to have made this a 
common-place text for such a doctiine. 

It is enough for us, that the best way to escape 
evil, is in general, not to commit it ourselves—and 
that, whenever the passions of mankind will order it 
otherwise, to rob those, at least, who love judgment, 
of the triumph of finding it out—That our travail 
has returned upon our heads, and our violent deal- 


ings upon our own pates. 
l cannot conclude this discourse, without return- 











or mind, is seen through in the first domestic scut- 
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ing first to the part with which it set out, the patri 
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arch’s account to the king of Egypt, of the short- 
ness and misery of his days. Give me leave to 
bring this home to us, by a single reflection upon 
each. 

There is something strange in it, that life should 
appear so short in the gross, and yet so long in the 
detail. Misery may make it so, you will say: But 
we will exclude it; and still you will find, though 
we all complain of the shortness of life, what num- 
bers there are who seem quite overstocked with the 
days and hours of it, and are continually sending 
out into the high ways and streets of the city, to 
compel guests to come in, and take it off their 
hands. To do this with ingenuity and forecast, is not 
one of the least arts and businesses of life itself: And 
they who cannot succeed in it, carry as many marks 
of distress about with them, as bankruptcy herself 
could wear. 
not always have the power, nor shall we always be 
in a temper to let the account run thus. When the 
blood is cooled, and the spirits, which have hurried 


Be as careless as we may, we shall 


us on through half our days, before we have num- 
bered one of them, are beginning to retire; then 
Wisdom will press a moment to be heard—afilic- 
tions, or a bed of sickness, will find their hours of 
persuasion—and, should they fail—there is some- 
thing yet behiad—old age will overtake us at last, 
and with its trembling band, hold up the glass to 
us, as it did unto the patriarch. 

Dear, inconsiderate Christians! wait not, I 
beseech you, till then ; take a view of your life now ; 
—look back ;—behold this fair 
such heavenly improvements 
and defaced with 

I want words ta say, with what for | 
think only of the reflections with which you are to 
support yourselves, in the decline of life so misera- 
bly cast away, should it happen, as it often does, 
that ye have stood idle unto the eleventh hour, and 
have all the work of the day to perform when night 


space, capable of 


all scrawled over 


comes on, and n>» one can work. 

2dly, Asto the evil of the days of the years of 
our pilgrimage—speculatien and fact appear at va- 
riance again. We agree with the patriarch, that 
the life of man is miserable; and yet the world 
looks happy enough—and every thing tolerably at 
its ease. It must be noticed indeed, that the patri- 
arch, in this account, speaks merely his present 
feelings, and seems rather to be giving a history of 
his sufferings, than a system of them, in contradic- 
tion to that of the Gop of love. Look upon the world 
he has given us, observe the riches and plenty which 
flow in every channel, not only to satisfy the desires 
of the temperate, but of the fanciful and wanton; 
every place is almost a paradise, planted when na- 
ture was in her gayest humor. 

Every thing has twoviews. Jacob, and Job, 
and Solomon, gave one section of the globe,— 
and this representation another :—Truth lieth be- 
twixt—or rather, good and evil are mixed together. 
Which of the two preponderates, is beyond our in- 
quiry ;—but, I trust it is the good: ———First, as 
it renders the Creator of the world more dear and 


venerable to me; and secondly, Because I will not 





Ante 
suppose, that a work intended to exalt his glory 
should stand in want of apologies. 

Whatever is the proportion of misery in this we 


rd 
it is certain, that it can be no duty of religion to i 
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crease the complaint;——or to affect the prais. 
which the Jesuits college of Granada give of the 
Sanchez, That, though he lived where there y . 
a very sweet garden, yet, was never seen to touch 
flower; and that he would rather die, than ea: ne 
or pepper, or aught that might give a relish to pi. 
meat. 

I pity the men whose natural pleasures are buy. 
dens, and who fly from joy (as these splenetic an¢ 
morose souls do,) as if it was really an evil in itself 

If there is an evil in this world, it is soriow ang 
heaviness of heart.—The loss of goods,—of health 
of coronets and mitres, are only evil, as they occa. 
sion sorrow ; take that out—the 
dwelleth only in the head of man. 
creature that he is! 


rest is fancy, and 
Poor unfortunate as if the 
causes of anguish in the heart were not enow—bhy 
he must fill up the measure with those of caprice; 
and not only walk in a vain shadeow,—but disquiet 
bimself in Vain too. 

We are a restless set of beings; and as we arg 
likely to continue soto the end of the world,—th 
best we can do in it, is to make the same use of this 
part of our character, which wise men do of other 
bad propensities ;——-when they find they cannot 
conquer them,—they endeavor, at least, to divert 
them into good channels. 

If, therefore, we must be a solicitous race of self 
tormentors, let us drop the common objects 
which make us so,—and for Gop’s sake be solic; 
tous only to live well. 

—_—~<s-—— 
A STRANGE BOOK. 
(Concluded from page 276.) 
“WHO WILL HAVE ALL MEN TO BE SAVED.’ 
1 T'im. ii. 4. 

Fourth—I/ he be alle to effect his will, who, o 
what, can hinder it? If the Calvinist, the Presby- 
terian, the Baptist, or the Methodist, cannot overset 
what I have urged from the three preceding queries, 
they must be hard run to maintain their present 
cround. I will sum up the queries by and by ; here, 
I only ask who, or what, can hinder the salvation o' 
all men. 

Should any one be inconsiderate enough to say, 
that the devil will prevent it; I then say, we have, 
under a great mistake, attributed to God omnipo 
tence: Lo, Mr. Devil is alone possessed of it. 

Should [ ask this objector who this devil is, ! 
really doubt whether he could tell: Or should it b« 
said that unbelief can, and will hinder salvation: 
Come, Paul, and answer, lest he be wise in his o¥d 
conceit, “ And what if some of them did not believe, 
shall their unbelief make the truth of God of ne 
effect?” Those who mouth so much about faith, 
and non-faith, it is charitable to believe, know no 
more of either, than they do of their devil. Faith, 
is the assent of the reason and understanding ot the 
man, to the truth of a position; non-faith, or what is 
called unbelief, is the suspension of the reason an4 
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understanding of a man, because evidence necessary 
is not had. A manis no more praise worthy for 
believing, nor blame worthy for not believing, than 
a stone is for being hard, or water for being fluid. 
Or should a third ery out, Sin will hinder our salva- 
tion: Lery, Stop, Sir—where is the Lamb of God ? 
Has he not put away sin by the sacrifice of himself ? 
You forget that the iniquity of us all was laid 
upon him. 

My four queries amount to this: That salvation 
is of God; that he wills the salvation of all men; is 
able to effect it; and made man for this alone pur- 
pose; and that nothing—no, “Not height, nor depth, 
nor angel, nor any other creature, shall be able to 
separate us from Almighty Love.” 

I shall close with a short address to my country- 
Long has the human mind been helden in 





men. 
chains of ignorance, superstition, and fanaticism; 
and all its energies are required to break the fetters 
of education! True, the fair blossom of science is 
unfolding its glory, and the sacred buds of reason 
and free investigation are bursting from their stem, 
long chilled by the dreary winter of religious bond- 
age; yet, fhe man who leads the van, and would 
free the human mind frem error, makes himself a 
prey. Plead the sacred character of God, as good 
toall, and the blasphemy of bis attributes by the 
doctrine of an eternal hell, and prelate lightning 
will instantly blaze, and ecclesiastic thunder roar— 
“Great is Diana of the Ephesians.” 

If the eternity of hell torments be disproved, my 
opponent has lost his brimstone, and must earn his 
bread by some honest calling. Citizens, how long 
will you suffer yourselves to be duped, and pay 
vour hard earned money to him who blackens the 
character of Jehovah? He tells you, God wills the 
salvation of all men, yet bound to hell the greater 
part of our race by an eternal decree; that Jesus 
has died to save us, yet his death is lost upon ninety- 
nine out of an hundred; that you are damned with- 
out converting grace, and yet no body can get it; 
that you are saved by grace, and not by works: yet 
damned if your works are not good. I might pro- 
ceed with this, but my feelings are hurt at the mad- 
ness of it. 

That which I have wrote, has proceeded from an 
honest heart, and with the hope that it may do some 
rood, | commit it to the press. Fam a firm believer 
in the absolute knowledge of God with respect to 
all events; and that we were made for the alone 
purpose of being eternal gainers by our being. All 
our passions are good, and designed to further our 
happiness by their gratification; we are only to 
blame, when we extend gratification to excess, in- 
jure the reputation, the property, the feelings of 
ethers, and the dignity of our own character. 

“ To enjoy is to obey!” 

A thousand vices we are liable to run into, in an 
imperfect state like this; for these we must, and 
ought to suffer, and for these we are condemned by 
God, in our own consciences. All I have said against 
free-agency, is, to show the eternal absurdity of its 
influence with regard to eternal galvation; that 
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Man can act high as he js placed by nature and 
God, be of vast advantage to himself and society, 
and for his every virtuous action, he has an imme- 
diate reward; and for every vicious one, shame and 
remorse. Sins are only forgiven by length of time, 
and a series of virtues. 
My friends, we are to live in our children, per- 
haps for ever, we owe-ten thousand duties to them ; 
and if we connect, as we ought, with these duties, 
our honour, and the good of society, every energ 
of our souls should be called forth to form them to 
social and domestic, to national and manly virtue! 
The gloomy hour of death is near, and in that hour 
the imagination will be quick and penetrating. To 
die as the good man would wish,—a survey of our 
past conduct with approbation is,—must be necessa- 
ry ! Let us then resolve to act every day, as though 
we knew it to be our last. Treating our fellows as 
we would wish to be treated, will secure the soul's 
cam sunshine and the heart-felt joy, which are vir 
tue’s prize. 
—~p— 
From the (Boston) Universalist Magazine. 
A SERIOUS EXHORTATION 
TO ALL WHO CALL THEMSELVES UNIVERSALISTS. 
“ J beseech you, brethren, suffer the word of exhorta- 
tion.” Paut. 

Beloved brethren, in some measure sensible of 
the laudable and persevering exertions of many of 
my wozthy fellow-servants in the ministry of re- 
conciliation, who have laboured to enlighten our 
understandings into the first principles of the doc- 
trine of Christ, to impress on our minds correct 
views of the divine theory and system of the Gos- 
pel, and also to remove the clouds of darkness 
which have hung over our minds, and obscured the 
light of truth from shining clearly into them, &c. 
[ have been induced to cast in my mite, at this time, 
by calling your serious attention to those important 
considerations, so plainly deducible from the prin- 
ciples of that doctrine in which you have been in- 
structed. 

This doctrine, like the stone that was cut out of 
the mountain without hands, increases with astonish- 
ing and almost inconceivable rapidity, melting down 
opposition, as the sun does ice in the meridian of a 
summer’s day ; whilst darkness flees apace before 
the brightness of its rising. But with all this pros- 
perity and good success, let us take heed lest we 
fall; and be careful that with all our faith, profes- 
sion, and performances, we become not as sounding 
brass and a tinkling cymbal. 

Is it, my brethren, an improper question to ask, 
if, after all our instructions into the doctrine which 
we profess, and all our understanding of its divine 
theory, we have not too much neglected the practi- 
eal part of our professicge. ? Whether it be thought 
by any to be improper or not, I honestly answer for 
one, it is not; but a question which ought to come 
home to my heart. Do any of you ask what my 
aim is, in addressing you in this manner? I an- 
swer, it is to stir up your minds, by way of remem- 
brance, and induce you to walk worthy the vocation 





has no influence ip this way, I believe from my soul. 


wherewith ye are called; that all who name the 
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name of Christ may be careful to depart from ini- 
quity, and maintain good works, by living soberly, 
righteously, and godly in this present world. To 
excite in you a love of virtue, that you may not only 
know how to do right, but practise it; not only 
know that the way of the transgressor is hard, but 
forsake it, and choose the pleasant ways and peace- 
ful paths of wisdom,—of that wisdom which cometh 
down from above, which is pure, peaceable, gentle, 
and easy to be entreated, full of mercy and good 
fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy ; 
that by “ giving all diligence, you may add to your 
faith virtue, to virtue knowledge, to knowledge tem- 
perance, to temperance patience, to patience godli- 
ness, to godliness brotherly-kindness, and to bro- 
therly-kindness charity, which is the bond of per- 
fectness.” This is what I aim it. And would to 
God I could be successful in attempting to do it. 

Need I remind you of the great profession which 
we have made, with which no others can be compr- 
red. We profess to believe that the Almighty Fath- 
er of our spirits is Love,—is infinite in goodness, 
wisdom, and in power ; that all mankind are breth- 
ren of the same family, on whom he smiles impar- 
tially, as heirs mutually of his benevolence, and 
bound, finally, to the same happy world of immortal 
felicity. To this God we profess to look up as our 
unchangeable Friend and Benefactor, in whom we 
live and have our being. AII this, certainly, con- 
stitutes him a lovely and adorable Being, whom we 
can with propriety love with all our hearts. Do we 
thus love him? If so, let us keep his command- 
ments, of which this is the first; and the second is 
like unto it, “Thou shalt love thy neighbour as 
thyself ;” and this let us evince, by doing unto oth- 
ers as we would that others should do unto us. This 
last commandment is plainly taught to u% by the 
principles before laid down ; for how can we believe 
and feel, that all men are our brethren, all equally 
loved and blessed by God, ‘vith the same hopes and 
the same prospects, and still hate one of them ? We 
cannot. For if we say that we. love God and hate 
our brethren, we are liars, and the truth is not in us. 
Now love worketh no ill to its neighbour, it blesseth, 
and curseth not. “And hereby we know that we 
have passed from death unto life, because we love 
the brethren.” 

Now let us remember that God has never requi- 
red any thing of us but what is calculated to pro- 
duce, in obedience, onr highest good ; and that we 
are so constituted, that it is just as much impossible 
for us to be happy in disobedience, as it is to enjoy 
the light and heat of the sun in the night, or be sat- 
isfied without food, or to find peace and rest, while 
travelling on pointed thorns. Thus as we love God, 
and would promote his highest glory, and our own 
greatest happiness, let the principles of the doctrine 
we profess have their full influence on our minds, 
our thoughts, disposition, and actions. This doc- 
trine should influence our minds in our retired 
hours of medatation, in the domestic circle at home, 
im the house of worship, in our daily labours, in our 
dealings with our fellow-men, in our conversation, 
in short, in all our concerns in life. This will 





———_—— 
cleanse our thoughts and motives from impurity 
~! 


lead us to humility of heart, teach us to repose our 
confidence and dependence upon God, to love and 
adore him with all our hearts, as the greatest ang 
best of all beings, the giver of life, of every good 
and perfect gift; and this view of his goodness wij) 
lead us to repentance. These principles, if adhered 
to, will bring harmony and peace to our souls, into 
the family circle, inspire some devotion at the place 
of worship, cheer us in our daily labours, lead us ty 
deal honestly and justly with our brethren, purify 
our conversation from vain, idle, profane words, 
render us grateful in health and prosperity, paticn: 
and reconciled under losses, sickness, and adversity ; 
it will make us truly happy through all the che. 
quered scenes of life, and live in the enjoyments of 
heaven while we are yet on earth; it will make us 
as a body or church, to shine like a light on a stand, 
and appear like a city set on a hill, yea like Jerusa- 
lem on the hill of Zion. Yes, my dear brethren, 
this will insure our triumphant success in all that 
can render us blessed and happy, and this alone, 

“ And now, if there be any virtue, if there be any 

praise, think on these things.” Thus may our 

heavenly Father conduct us through the journey of 
life, in righteousness, joy, and peace, till at last we 
slumber in death, and are carried to the silent and 
undisturbed closet of the grave ; there to repose, till 
he shall by the sound of the trumpet wake us in the 
image of Christ, and call us to enjoy that immortat 
felicity promised in the Gospel. Amen. 

A. B*****, 
—j— F 
BAPTISM FOR THE DEAD. 

The following is an extract from an old book, 
handed by a friend, with a request that we should 
offer some comment on the passage. 

“ Else what shall they do which are baptized for the 
dead, if the dead rise not at all? Why are they 
then baptized for the dead?” 1 Cor. xv. 29. 
“The faith and’practice of the primitive Chris- 

tians, and their love to each other was so fervent 

and great, that when any of them died short of per- 
fect sanctification, (without which none can see the 

Lord,) his friend or:brother, being yet a Calechu- 

menos or Scholar in Christendom, and this side 

baptism, engaged before the whole congregation, 
promising that by his -prayers and inward wrest- 
lings, he would be assisting and helpful to his de- 
ceased friend, till he should perceive him got 
through the painful state of sanctification, or through 
cleansing of his soul, upon which he received bap- 
tism, as a seal of the promise for his deceased 
friend. Concerning which they haé in those days 
of first innocency, frequent visions, manifestations, 
communications and apparitions of souls thus help- 
ed and promoted by their friends living ; and this is 
what the living had to do for the dead, in answer to 
the query of your text. In those days there was 
seen and done great wonders about the dormitories 
and graves of the saints and holy martyrs ; which, 
in the succeeding antichristian ages, were prostitu- 
ted, mixed and gbused for church whoredom and 
sorcery, as much as the skil} and practical know- 
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edge of the holy patriarchs in the astral and ele- 
mentary kingdoms of the world, by those succeed- 
ing idolatrous nations after the flood, for idolatry 
ail devil worship. Contrary to this our blind re- 
formation zealots do ascribe all this kind of first 
Christianity and practice, either to the devil, or fa- 
ther it upon that long-after upstarting whore of 
Rome ; not considering in the mean time, that the 
Pope is not the author of these mysterious matters, 
but the grand corrupter of them; and our Protest- 
ant Christians, literate and” illiterate, hearing of 
these mysteries, though positively asserted out of the 
prophetical and apostolical Scriptures, think it their 
greatest wisdom to ridicule them away, by a bare 
allegation of purgatory, taken out of the most cor- 
rapt church store of the whore of Rome: but, alas! 
they do not perceive, that in flinging away the 
Pope’s dross, they at the same time throw away St. 
Peter’s and Paul’s gold. What the Romish church 
has concerning this, is but a corruption of what the 
apostolical Christianity had in sincerity and truth, 
long before Popery came up. 

“ Mr. Calvin, rather than give the honour of plain 
sense to our text, is not afraid through ignorance to 
pervert it, by reading and expounding it thus: * Or 
else, what shall they do, which are baptized for dead 
that is, as he fancies, which receive baptism when 
they are at the point of dying, or held for dead, be- 
ing without hope of recovery. Incidet in Scyllam, 
qui vult vitare Charybdim: he that shuns a danger 
to the right, falls into one on the left. Many of the 
reforming Zealots, fleeing from the trap of Popish 
superstition and lying wonders, are fallen in the 
snare of their own blindness and unbelief; denying 
or not knowing now several mysterious matters, be- 
longing to the first and true apostolical institution 
and practice ; for by this text aforequoted, it plain- 
ly appears, that the apostolical Christians believed 
there was a place of sufferings (whatsoever they cal- 
led it,) for those who died short of perfection ; and 
had their belief been erroneous, without doubt the 
apostle himself would not have used it as an argu- 
ment for the resurrection.” 

In giving our opinion, we must dissent from the 
above view altogether. The reader, by consulting 
1 Cor. xv. will find that Paul predicated every thing 
of the salvation of man, upon the fact of the resur- 
rection of Christ from the dead. Having proved 
the resurrection of Christ, the apostle reasons in the 
words of the passage under consideration, as if he 
had declared, ‘Unless what I have said, relative to 
the resurrection of Christ from the deed, be as I 
have stated, what shall they do(i. e. what shall they 
conclude, or where can they find consolation ?) 
which are (in their belief,) baptized for the dead, 
(or baptized into the sufferings of Christ, and cre- 
cified, buried, and risen with him,) if the dead rise 
not at all? Why are they then baptized for the 
dead? Why do they consider themselves united to 
Christ, and associated with him in a resurrection, if 
there be no resurrection? For Paul declares, “If 
Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet 
in your sins.” Therefore, it Christ ig risen from 


your sins! Paul’s faith was, that he was baptized 
with Christ, &c. Completely associated with bim 
in every respect whatever, in his common nature, in 
the promises of God, and rested the evidence of his 
future resurrection and glorification, upon the fact, 
that Christ, his Head, had triumphed over death, 
and risen from the grave. This is our view of the 
passage. The passage is one of acknowledged diffi- 
culty. Thatthe reader may choose for himself, we 
give the following, trom Dr. Adam Clarke’s Com- 
inentaries : 

“« Else what shall they do which are baptized for 
the dead,’ 1 Cor. xv. 29. This is certainly the most 
difficult verse in the New Testament; for, notwith- 
standing the greatest and wisest men have laboured 
to explain it, there are to this day nearly as many 
different interpretations of it as there are interpre- 
ters. I shall not employ my time, nor that of my 
reader, with a vast nuinber of discordant and con- 
flicting opinions: I shall make a few remarks— 
1. The doctrine of the resurrection of our Lord, was 
a grand doctrine among the apostles: they consid- 
ered and preached this as the demonstration of the 
truth of the gospel.—2. The multitudes who em- 
braced Christianity, became converts on the evidence 
of this resurrection.—3. This resurrection was con- 
sidered the pledge and proof of the resurrection of 
ail believers in Christ, to the possession of the same 
glory imto which he had entered.—4. The baptism 
which they received, they considered as an emblem 
of their natural death and resurrection. This doc- 
trine St. Paul most pointedly preaches, Rom. vi. 
3, 4, 5. ‘Know ye not that so many of us as were 
baptized into Jesus Christ, were baptized into his 
death ? Therefore we are buried with him by bap- 
tisin into death ; that, like as Christ was raised up 
from the dead, even so we also should walk in new- 
ness of life: for, if we have been planted together 
in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in his 
resurrection.’—5. It is evident from this, that all 


who died in the faith of Christ, died in the faith of 


the resurrection ; and therefore cheerfully gave up 
their lives to death, as they ‘ took joyfully the spoil- 
ing of their goods, knowing in themselves that they 
had in heaven a better and an enduring substance,’ 
Heb. x. 34. 6. As is the body, so are the members ; 
those who were properly instiucted, and embraced 
Christianity, believed that, as all who have died in 
the faith of Christ should rise again, so they were 
baptized in the same faith.—7. As so many of the 
primitive followers of Christ sealed the truth with 
their blood ; and Satan and his followers continued 
unchanged: every man who took on him the pro- 
fession of Christianity, which was done by receiving 
baptism, considered himself as exposing his life to 
the most imminent hazard, and offering his life with 
those who had already offered and laid down theirs. 
8. He was therefore baptized in reference to this 
martyrdom ; and having a regard to those dead, he 
cheerfully received baptism, that, whether he was 
taken off by a natural or violent death, he might be 
raised in the likeness of Jesus Christ’s resurrection, 
and that of his illustrious martyis.—9. As martyr- 





the dead, your faith is not vain, neither are you in 





dom and baptism were thus so closely and intimate- 
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ly connected, Ganrigecdae to be baptized, was used 
to express being put to a violent death by the hands 
of persecutors. So Matt. xx. 22, 23. ‘* But Jesus 
answered and said, Are ye able to drink of the cup 
that I shall drink of, &c.’ (canye go through my 
sufferings ?)—* They say unto him, We are able: 
he saith unto them, Ye shall indeed drink of my 
eup,’ (ye shall bear your part of the afflictions of the 
gospel,)}—‘ and be baptized with the baptism that | 
am baptized with,’—{that is, Ye shall suffer martyr- 
dom.) See also Mark x. 38. So Luke xii. 50. ‘I 
have a baptism to be baptized with ; and how am I 
straitened till it be accomplished 2? That is, I must 
die a violent death, for the salvation of men.— 
10. The sum of the apostle’s meaning appears to be 
this: If there be no resurrection of the dead, those 
who, in becoming Christians, expose themselves to 
all manner of privations, crosses, severe sufferings, 
and a violent death, can have no compensation, nor 
any motive sufficient to induce them to expose 
themselves to such miseries. But, as they receive 
baptism as an emblem of death, in voluntarily going 
under the water; so they receive it as an emblem of 
the resurrection unto eternal life, in coming up out 
of the water ; thus they are baptized for the dead, in 
perfect faith of the resurrection.” 
—=—— 
“« ANTI-UNIVERSALISM.” 
PART I. 
(Continued from p. 276.) 

I would mention another circumstance worthy of 
notice. Satan, we are informed, far from satisfy- 
ing himself with the use of an animal inferior to 
man, now assumes the appearance of an angel of 
light. No wonder then, that his ministers should 
seem to be those of righteousness. Nor is it ne- 
cessary that they should flatly and openly contradict 
the God of truth. In the first instance, there was 
but a small portion of revelation on which to dis- 
play Satanic ingenuity ; now, the volume of truth 
is complete ; is communicated in a variety of 
inodes ; and some of these are of more easy adapta- 
tion to the intended purpose. This gives them still 
a plausible argument for adhering to the original 
and favourite doctrine—* Thou shalt not surely 
die.” For instance, it is declared, Psa. ix. 17. that 
the wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the na- 
tions that forget God. Now, as the secondary mean- 
ing of the word hell, undoubtedly is the grave, 
hades, or the state of the dead, it cannot be very 
difficult to persuade those who do not love to retain 
God in their knowledge, that their greatest punish- 
went will be no more than being turned into the 
grave until the resurrection. It will be hard for 
such persons duly to. consider, that to give this 
meaning to the word in the text quoted, is to make 
no difference between the righteous and the wicked : 
(for the grave is the house appointed for all living,) 
and if so, who will say again, “ Shall not the Judge 
of all the earth do right ?” I should think it wise 
to examine what meaning the Saviour has given to 
the term. See Mark ix. 48, &c. “If thy hand of- 
fend thee, cut it off: it is better for thee to enter 
into life maimed, than having two hands to go into 





a ne aes 2 St 
hell; into the fire that never shall be quenched: 
where the worm dieth not, and their fire is not 
quenched.” Here, unless we love darkness rather 
than light, we need be at no loss for the me ting of 
the word. Again, because the word eternal or ever. 
lasting is used ina secondary sense, in reference to 
things merely temporary, as, “ the everlasting hil}: 
an everlasting possession,” &c. to express in the 
strongest manner possible, their durability, or the 
certainty of the thing promised; therefore jr is 
rashly concluded that those words are never used tg 
express, with certainty, never-ending punishment, 
But that they most indubitably are, the following 
facts and considerations clearly testify. Ist. Let 
be observed, that they are used to qualify the naines, 
attributes, and even the existence of Jehovah him. 
self; as, “The everlasting God—fainteth » it, 
neither is weary. The eternat God is thy refuge, 
In the Lord Jehovah is everlasting strength,” e. 
No term, therefore, can be more expressive of what. 
ever shall be coexistent with immortal spirits: ep. 


joyed or suffered by them ; or even of their immor. 
tality. Hence we read—The Lord Jesus shal! be 


revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, iy 
flaming fire, taking vengeance of those that know 
not God, and obey not the gospel; who shall be 
punished with everlasting destruction.” 2 Thess. i, 
(To be continued.) 
REMARKS. 

Mr. W. R. Tweedale’s circumstance, which he 
considers worthy of notice, is a circumstance whick 
will alter the case materially from what, in his adroit 
way, he would make appear to his readers. The 
devil at first, it appears, had but few materials to 
display his ingenuity. Now, he has the whole 
Scriptures! The reader will excuse us for again 
quickening his recollection to the fact, that Univer- 
salism teaches us, that death is the inevitable conse- 
quence of sin, and life the gift of God, communi- 
cated through the redemption of Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Keep an eye to this. A!-o, please to recol- 
lect, that, after the Devil, John Calvin and his co- 
adjutors taught the doctrine, “ Ye shall not surely 
die!” Who appears the “ angel of light” now? 
What is the “ circumstance worthy of notice,” whea 
the true state of the case is manifested, and the 
adroitness of Mr. W. R. T. exposed in naked show ? 
We believe the reader will be disposed to say, that 
the circumstance most worthy of notice, is, the 
catching of Mr. W. R. Tweedale in the net he 
spread for others, 

Mr. W. R. T. says, “ Nor is it necessary that they 
should flatly and openly contradict the God of 
truth.” No, Sir, not at all necessary. The decla- 
rations of the God of truth are what they (Univer- 
salists) contend for. For God declares, by his 
prophet, “ .4ll the ends of the world shall remember 
and turn unto the Lord; and all the hindreds of 
the nations shall worship before thee.” Ps. xxii. 
But it does appear to be necessary, as facts warrant, 
for John Calvin's disciples, in their “ adroit” way, 
both openly and flatly to contradict the God of 
truth. Does God declare, that it is his will that 
« gil men shall be saved and come unto the know 
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ledge of the truth,” Calvin and his disciples “ dis- 
play their ingenuity,” by saying, that all means a 
yart. That God, so far from willing the salvation 
ofall men, “ foreappoinied the damnation of the 
non-elect.” 

Mr. W. R. T. continues to misrepresent the faith 
of Universalists, (we believe, because he dared not 
renture to reply to their true sentiments,) by giving, 
what he pretends to be, their exposition of Ps. ix. 
17. We ask this man in plain English, if this is 
not as rank and wicked deception as the devil prac- 
tised upon Eve ? If you, Sir, conceive it to be you 
duty to controvert, in a public manner, the doctrine 
gvowed and taught by those professing the faith of 
Universal salvation, why do not you, Sir, add to 
vour duty honesty, and, like a man who is not afraid 
in his cause, declare what the sentiments and doc- 
trines are, which you pretend to confute? Is it hon- 
est or honourable, publicly to impute principles and 
arguments to any religious sect, which you know 
they do not avow nor confess, when you have not 
courage sufficient to meet them in open day, on 
equal ground, and disprove their real sentiments ? 
No, Sir, you know it is neither; and a discerning 
public will call your conduct by the right name ! 
We offer you the columns of this paper to refute our 
doctrine, and will confute yours, not by exhibiting 
“a man of straw,” but by proving, by positive tes- 
timony, the talsehood and folly of your doctrine, in 
your publications, whenever you ean muster courage 
to venture the experiment, and grant the favour. 
Caivinism shall be produced in its true form, from 
the “ Institutes” of the old progenitor of the heresy, 
as well as from the mutilated and servile scraps of 
his admirers and followers. If you, Sir, are sincere- 
ly disposed to try the question, on honest ground, 
you shall not want an opportunity. And we extend 
the privilege, and will grant the favour, to any of 
the same faith, within the bounds of the Universe. 

Universalists believe and teach, that there is a hell, 
and that all the wicked are turned into it. David 
was wicked, and the pains of hell gat hold upon 
him; he found trouble and sorrow. He declares, 
“ Great ts thy mercy toward me; and thou hast de- 
livered my soul from the lowest hell.” Ps. Ixxxvi. 
Was the grave, the hell David was delivered fiom ? 
No! 

The quotation from Mark ix. 43, was addressed 
vy Christ to his disciples. The reader, by consult- 
ing James iii. will learn what hell fire is. The 
words, * never shall be,” in the quotation from Mark 
ix. are an interpolation, and make no part of the 
testimony! Mr. T. says, of the word rendered 
everlasting, “ No term, therefore, can be more ex- 
pressive of whatever shall be coexistent with immor- 


tal spivits ; enjoyed or suffered by them ; or even of 


their immortality.” We have Mr. W. R. T.’s word 
for this. It appears that Paul thought differently, 
and introduced other words, of far greater import, 
in 1 Cor. xv. and Heb. vii. Consequently, because 
the destruction spoken of, should not be intermina- 
ble in its infliction, the apostle varied his language, in 
the quotation from 2 Thess. and declared, of those 
Jews, that they should be punished with age-lasting 





destruction! If Mr. W. R. T. disputes this, and will 
venture into these columns, we will produce testi- 
mony that shall silence him effectually ! 
(To be continued.) 
—>—— 

The following is the inscription on the tombstone 
of the late President of the American Bible Society, 
at the city of Burlington, in the state of New- 
Jersey. It is simple, comprehensive, and appro- 
priate. 

Here lie the Remains of the 
HONOURABLE ELIAS BOUDINOT, LL. D. 


Born 
On the 2d day of May, A. D. 1746. 
He died 
On the 24th day of October, A. D. 1821. 
HIS LIFE 
] Was an exhibition of fervent piety, 


Of useful talent, 
And of extensive benevolence : 
HIS DEATH 
Was the triumph of Christian Faith, 
The consummation of Hope, 
The dawn, and the pledge 
Of endless felicity. 

“To those who knew him not, no words can paint ; 
And those who knew him, know all words are faint.” 
“ Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright, 
for the end of that man is PEACE.” 


REMARKS. 


The declaration, 


“ To those who knew him not, no words can paint, 
And those who knew him, kuow all words are faint,” 


hath been his counsellor ?” 


is good, Mr. B. would be very bad ! 





We are not disposed to detract from the real mer- 
its of Elias Boudinot; whatever excellencies were 
found in his composition, may grow ad infinitum, 
and bloom and shed their fragrance over all the 
earth, if such production can be possible, and we 
shall say, Amen! We merely ask, Can the eulo- 
gium contained in the above epitaph, possibly be 
applicable to any of Adam’s wayward children ? 


Although not a paraphrase of an inspired apos- 
tle’s declaration of the perfections of the great Jr- 
HOVAH, contain the sentiment. Paul says, Rom. 
xi. 33, 34. “ O the depth of the riches both of the 
wisdom and knowledge of God: how unsearchable 
are his judgments, and his ways past finding out: 
for who hath known the mind of the Lord, or who 


Now we are decidedly of opinion, that we can 
produce words, which, so far from fainting in their 
extreme and agonizing exertions to portray the 
wonderful attributes and perfections of Elias Boudi- 
not, shall make him faint, and dwindle to the insig- 
nificance from which his idolatrous flatterers have 
jaised him! “There is none good but one, 
and that is God ;? was the declaration of a wiser 
tongue than the partizans of Elias Boudinot. Com- 
pared to very bad men, Mr. B. might, in a qualified 
sense, be called guod. But, compared to God, whe 


It is possible the above remarks may be treason 
or sacrilege, in the estimation of many modern 
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Pharisees. But the honest man, of every sect, will 
say, Amen ! 

Oue remark more, and we are done. The Epi- 
taph declares, of Mr. B. “ His death was the pledge 
of endless felicity.” That old unfashionable Paul, 
considered the resurrection of Christ from the dead, 
as “ti pledge of endless felicity!” See 1 Cor. xv. 

—>_>— 
ANECDOTE. 

In the town of P——, in which there has been a 
recent revival, at one of their female prayer meet- 
ings, When she, who was mouth piece for the assem- 
bly, was zealously engaged in praying, and beseech- 
ing God to “ confound these Universalists,” a pious 
sister, in the expression of her approbation, re- 
sponded, “DAMN THEM.” 

The piety of this dear lady reminds us of a pray- 
er made by a very religious elderly gentleman, who, 
hearing that a Universalist was to preach that day in 
the town in which he lived, and that it was expected 
he would come in the stage, prayed that God would 
upset the stage, an? BREAK HIS NECK. 

This is what, in these days, passes for PIETY, 
and a great regard for religion. The bitterness that 
is indulged toward Universalists, is truly astonishing. 
What would that spirit do if it had the power, that 
gan thus pray to God to break the necks of, and 


damn Universalists ? It is indeed surprising, that 


instead of supplicating God to have mercy upon us, 
to enlighten our minds, convince us of our errors, 
and bring us to the saving knowledge of the TruTH, 
they, with feelings which they call pious and reli- 


gious, would send us out of the world, with all the 
sins of which they suppose us guilty upon our 
heads ; and throw us down headlong to the regions 
of never-ending despair. From such a spirit as this, 
we pray God ever to deliver us. To those who pos- 
sess it, we say, as Jesus did to his disciples, when 
they desired leave to call down fire from heaven, 
“Ye know not what manner of spirit ye are of.” 
And we humbly supplicate the throne of Divine 
Mercy, that we may always be able, in godly sin- 
eerity, tause that prayer, which was taught us on 
the cross, by the crucified Redeemer,—* Father, 
forgive them, for they know not what they do.” 
Hart. Rel. Inq. 
—— 

GOOD FRIDAY, AT BAHIA, BRAZIL. 

Good Friday is an important day in the Romish 
It is the anniversary of thé crucifixion 
of Jesus Christ. On this day a perfect silence 
reigned in the city of Bahia. Not a bell was heard, 
the shops were shut, and the whole city seemed 
sunk in the profound sleep of death. In the middle 
ef the day I visited the principal church of the 
place, and found the history of the crucifixion in 
representation. A human figure was nailed to the 
cross—and after hanging two or three hours, was 
taken down, and a procession formed for the burial. 
The standard of the cross was borne by three priests 
in a horizontal position. A multitude followed, 
dressed in silk robes, bearing lighted candles. Then 
eame the Virgin, exalted in a car, borne by four 
priests. The grief depicted in her countenance was 


calender. 


expressive ; and the image, upon the whole, wel} 
executed. She bore in her hand the head of Jes. 
painted upon a piece of silk. Behind, went two fe. 
males with dishevelled hair, and garments that be. 
spoke grief and“distraction. A company of boys, 
dressed with splendid robes of silvered muslin, and 
having wings of beautiful feathers, attended, repre. 
senting angels. Then a regiment of soldiers finis). 
ed the procession, After passing through varioys 
streets, the whole returned to the church. Durins 
the crucifixion, and the descent from the eross, : 
orator ascended the pulpit, and delivered an ho. 
He Wag 
vehement in his oratory, which referred to the actys) 
The church was crowded almost t 


an 
rangue in explanation of the exhibition. 


transaction. 
suffocation. 
The next day a scene better adapted to the yy). 
gar, took place. In the morning was to be 
from the yard-arms of the vessels in the harbour, ay 
from many places on shore, the effigy of aman hy 
by the neck. This was Judas. At 11 o'clock: : 
bells rang a peal, and the images were let down ty 
the rage of the multitude, who stood eagerly wai. 
ing to spend their rage upon this figure. The 
sailors got their axes and clubs ready, and cut ay¢ 
beat the image as soon as it came within thei 
reach and what I thought was very hard for poo 
Judas, after hanging hint, they beat him and thres 
him into the sea, when two sailors stood ready ty 
jump overboard and drown him. On _ shore, thy 


seen 


farce was more general: one might see hundreds of 

these figures dragged through the streets by ihe 

multitude, some with clubs and otlfers with knives, 

beating and cutting them to pieces. The remains 

of these figures were finally left in the gutters of 

the streets. Lad. Lit. Cab 
—— 


HYMN. 
Jehovah spake! wide €haos heard, 
And bowing to his sovereign word, 
, Confusion, darkness fled; 
While from the deep, the void profound, 
Celestial spleadors shone around 
And new-born beauties spread. 
Up rose the Sun in cloudless light, 
And at meridian strength and height 
Beam'd from his radiant throne ; 
The Moon was rob'd in silver rays, 
And mild reflecting solar blaze ; 
Bright gem'd the starry zone. 
The morning Star less lucid still, 
Was orient seen above the hill, 
_ And led the van of day ; 
While twice ten thousand worlds of light 
Wide round the gloom ef ancient night, 
Shed Wisdom’s wildest ray. 
“ Let these be signs!” Jehovah said ; 
From pole to pole the sigus were spread, 
And mortals bade them hail! 
For Wisdom, Love, and Power shall! be 
Thy signs, O Lord, and lead to Thee, 
Beyoud Death's cloudy vale. 
Richards altered. 
i 
NOTICE. : 

The “ Society for the Investigation and Establishment ° 
Gospel Truth,” will meet at Mr. Tolerion’s Academy,” 
Chieystie-street, ou Tuesday Evening next, at six 0 cloch 
Subject for Discussion, Col. i. 19, 20. 
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